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WILL 'S  CAR  WISDOM

Dedicated  to  my  Wife  Kel ly ,  My  Son  Bi l ly ,  and

My  daughter  Zoey.  

Dedicated  to  my  f r iends  and  fami ly  who

bel ieve  in ,  and  support  my  crazy  ideas  and

push  me  to  be  a  better  person  everyday.

Dedicated  to  al l  my  brothers  wither  soever

disperesed  around  the  globe.  
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CHAPTER  01   T H E  P M

Preventat ive  maintenance  (PM )  i s  not  sexy ,

which  i s  why  most  people  neglect  to  do  i t .  

Doing  an  oi l  change,  t i re  rotat ion,  or  valve

adjustment  are  th ings  you  need  to  do  when

owning  a  car  or  motorcycle .  

These  PM  jobs  make  a  good  vehic le  better ,

more  dependable ,  and  keep  you  f rom  breaking

down.  

The  problem  i s  you  can ’ t  show  of f  a  tune -up

l ike  you  can  a  shiny  new  set  of  wheels  or

stereo.
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CHAPTER  01   THE  PM

Amer icans  seem  to  dis l ike  doing  preventat ive

maintenance  on  thei r  cars ,  PM  just  i sn ’ t  cool .

You  can ’ t  share  i t  on  "Tha  ‘Gram "  for  l ikes .  I t

makes  people  dread  going  to  the  shop  or

dealership ,  the  fear  being  that  there  wil l  be

more  work  needed  than  or ig inal ly  ant ic ipated.  

The  unprepared  customer  goes  in  for  an  oi l

change  and  t i re  rotat ion,  and  i s  surpr ised  that

thei r  t i res  need  to  be  replaced,  and  the  brakes

squeak  because  they  are  worn  down.  When

the  est imate  comes  across  the  serv ice

advisor ’s  desk,  you  can  almost  hear  the

internal  scream  f rom  st icker  shock.  

“ B u t  M r .  C u s t o m e r ”  the  advisor  says ,  “ W e

r e c o m m e n d e d  t i r e s  o n  y o u r  l a s t  s e r v i c e  v i s i t ,

a n d  m e n t i o n e d  t h e  b r a k e s  m a y  n e e d  a t t e n t i o n

s o o n ! ”  

To  most  customers ,  the  shop  i s  merely  t ry ing

to  get  more  money  f rom  thei r  pockets .  To  the

serv ice  techs  and  the  shop  owner ,  they  were

just  t ry ing  to  keep  the  customer  safe  and  on

the  road.
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CHAPTER  01   THE  PM

I f  we  would  s imply  take  the  t ime  to  read  the

owner ’s  manual  (RTFM ) ,  there  would  be  no

surpr ises .  Cars ,  motorcycles ,  boats ,  and  RV ’s

al l  have  an  owner ’s  manual  with  a  sect ion

labeled  “scheduled  maintenance " .  This

sect ion  of  the  manual  te l ls  you  exact ly  what  to

expect  when  you  serv ice  your  vehic le ,  i t  te l ls

you  the  mileage  in tervals  for  oi l  changes,  i t

te l ls  you  how  long  you  should  wait  before

replacing  the  coolant ,  i t  even  te l ls  you  when

the  big  t icket  i tems  l ike  t iming  bel ts  need

replacing.

We  choose  to  ignore  th is  sect ion  of  the

owner ’s  manual ,  because  we  would  then  need

to  plan  ahead  for  these  expenses .  This  i s

something  most  people  avoid  for  whatever

reason,  a  s imple  cal l  to  the  dealer  at  10,000

mi les  to  get  an  est imate  for  a  30,000 -mile

serv ice  gives  ample  opportuni ty  to  plan

ahead  and  save  for  these  seemingly  expensive

serv ices .  The  al ternat ive  i s  bury ing  your  head

in  the  sand  to  avoid  f inding  out  the  costs  for

the  serv ice  and  instead  compla in ing  when

something  breaks  f rom  negl igence.
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CHAPTER  01   THE  PM

A  t iming  bel t  replacement  can  cost

$1,200 - $2,500  dol lars  to  perform,  something

that  sounds  expensive  i f  you  don ’ t  take  in to

considerat ion  how  much  a  replacement

engine  wil l  be.  Instead  of  prepar ing  for  the

100,000  mile  bel t  replacement ,  we  ignore  i t

and  procla im  “ M y  c a r  i s  r e l i a b l e  a n d  r u n s  g r e a t

n o w ,  W H Y  d o  I  n e e d  a  t i m i n g  b e l t ? ”  hoping

this  wil l  keep  the  mechanical  greml ins  away.

Wel l ,  that  engine  has  an  in ter ference  valve

tra in  that  wil l  bend  and  destroy  valves  and

pistons  when  the  bel t  gives  out .  Imagine

pistons  running  in to  valves  and  chunks  of

metal  f ly ing  around  the  combust ion  chamber ,

something  we  l ike  to  cal l  “catast rophic

damage” .  Now  you ’ re  on  the  hook  for  a  $5,000

engine  replacement .  

An  ounce  of  prevent ion  i s  worth  a  pound  of

cure ,  or  in  th is  case,  a  quart  of  oi l  i s  worth  a

pound  of  bear ings .   
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CHAPTER  01   THE  PM

So,  open  your  owner ’s  manual ,  get  fami l iar

wi th  the  maintenance  schedule ,  and  cal l  ahead

to  star t  saving  up  for  your  PM  to  avoid  cost ly

repai rs .  Get  the  ounce  of  prevent ion  done,  and

you  won ’ t  end  up  needing  a  pound  of  cure ,  or

an  engine.

With  al l  that  sa id ,  buckle  up  and  shi f t  in to

gear ;  we ' re  ro l l ing  out !  

Here  are  Wil l ’s  top  10  Automot ive  maintenance

t ips :
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CHAPTER  02   M A I N T E N A N C E  T I P S

One  of  the  most  powerful  tools  you  have  when

mainta in ing  your  car  i s  al ready  bui l t  in to  your

noggin ;  your  eyebal ls .  Looking  around  your

car  can  help  you  spot  i ssues  before  they

become  ser ious  repai rs .  Not ice  a  leak ing

radiator  hose?  Get  on  the  phone  with  the  shop

or  parts  store  to  order  a  new  one.  See  a  new  oi l

leak  in  your  dr iveway,  get  under  there  and

LOOK  where  i t  may  be  coming  f rom.  I s  one  t i re

wear ing  more  than  the  others?  Go  to  the

al ignment  shop  and  ask  why?  

As  s imple  as  th is  advice  seems,  i t ’s  something

most  owners  take  for  granted.  As  a  matter  of

fact ,  one  of  the  FIRST  th ings  technic ians  are

t ra ined  to  do  when  diagnosing  an  i ssue  (af ter

ver i fy ing  the  i ssue  even  exis ts )  i s  to  perform  a

visual  inspect ion.  Loose  or  unplugged

connectors ,  f rayed  wires ,  miss ing  reservoi r

caps ,  and  low  t i re  pressure  are  al l  th ings  that

can  be  determined  with  only  the  power  of  your

peepers .
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1.
The Visual Inspection

The power of your peepers



CHAPTER  02   MA INTENANCE  T I P S

A  clean  car  i s  a  s ign  of  a  lov ing  and  car ing

owner .  A  clean  in ter ior  i s  also  good  for  your

mind  and  i t  helps  you  keep  a  posi t ive  att i tude

about  your  car .  Keeping  the  paint  waxed  i sn ’ t

only  about  looking  good,  in  areas  where  snow

and  road  sal t  are  a  th ing,  i t  helps  prevent  rust

f rom  eat ing  away  at  your  baby.  Keeping  the

inter ior  t idy  also  helps  minimize  odors  and

dust .

A  clean  paint  job  without  scratches  and  swir l

marks  also  helps  your  future  resale  value.  Get

in  the  habi t  of  washing  your  car  weekly  or

bi -weekly .  I  enjoy  washing  my  car  on  Saturday

mornings ,  before  al l  the  kids  are  up  I  make  i t  a

point  to  grab  a  cup  of  cof fee  and  head  to  the

local  carwash  to  run  my  t ruck  through.  I f  you

have  the  resources  to  do  so,  a  hand  wash  i s

ideal ,  otherwise  just  run  through  the

automated  wash  (be  careful  with  antennas  and

mirrors ! ) .  
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2.
Clean your ride

Wax on, Wax off 



CHAPTER  02   MA INTENANCE  T I P S

Emptying  your  car ’s  in ter ior  should  be  on  your

schedule  2 -3  t imes  per  week,  or  as  often  as

you  f i l l  the  tank.  Most  gas  stat ions  have  waste

bins  next  to  the  pumps.  While  you  are  f i l l ing

the  tank,  take  t ime  to  open  al l  the  doors  and

grab  al l  the  Reeses  wrappers ,  Rockstar  cans ,

and  old  receipts .  Gett ing  r id  of  al l  th is  t rash

wi l l  help  your  car  f rom  gett ing  st icky  res idue

everywhere ,  i t  also  helps  keep  bad  odors  and

crumbs  f rom  gett ing  everywhere .  

Vacuuming  the  carpets  also  helps  prevent

holes  f rom  the  abras ive  dir t  and  sand  on  your

shoes .  

Cleanl iness  i s  next  to  Godl iness .
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CHAPTER  02   MA INTENANCE  T I P S

Your  t i res  are  one  of  the  most  important  parts

of  your  car .  They  support  the  ent i re  weight  of

the  vehic le  and  act  as  part  of  the  suspension

to  help  absorb  vibrat ions  and  bumps  in  the

road.  They  ensure  you  have  t ract ion  to

accelerate ,  turn ,  and  stop.  They  need  to  be  in

good  condi t ion,  have  plenty  of  t read  to

displace  water ,  and  hold  ai r  without  leaks .  

Get  in  the  habi t  of  checking  your  t i res  at  least

1 -2  t imes  per  week,  when  they  are  cold  in  the

morning  before  you  leave  for  work.  Buy  a

t i re  pressure  gauge  and  learn  what  the

manufacturer ’s  speci f icat ion  i s  for  your

car  or  t ruck .  Some  cars  even  have  th is

informat ion  in  the  door  jamb.  For  others ,

you  may  have  to  look  in  your  owner ’s  manual

(RTFM )  or  use  the  power  of  the  in ternet  to

search  onl ine .  
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3.
Check your tires

More than just a kick



CHAPTER  02   MA INTENANCE  T I P S

I f  your  car  i s  equipped  with  la rge  al loy  wheels

and  disc  brakes ,  th is  i s  also  a  great

opportuni ty  to  get  your  eyes  on  the  brakes .

Are  they  looking  worn  out?  Not ice  any  grooves

or  scor ing  on  the  discs?  have  them  checked

out ,  i t  may  be  t ime  to  serv ice  them.  

Buy  and  learn  to  use  a  t i re  t read  depth  gauge,

or  use  the  old  penny  t r ick  with  Honest  Abe ’s

head  ( I f  you ’ re  in  the  US ) .  Most  manufacturers

and  government  agencies  recommend

replacing  t i res  when  the  t read  reaches  the

wear  bars  or  at  3 /32nds  of  an  inch  (a  l i t t le  over

2mm  for  my  metr ic  f r iends ) .

Dont  just  kick  t i res ,  check  'em.
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CHAPTER  02   MA INTENANCE  T I P S

You  have  a  few  minutes  when  f i l l ing  your  tank,

take  th is  t ime  to  also  check  your  f lu ids .  Engine

oi l ,  coolant ,  power  steer ing,  brake  f lu id ,

t ransmiss ion  and  washer  f lu id .  Al l  of  these  are

important  to  keep  an  eye  on  (visual  inspect ion

anyone? )  and  keeping  them  at  the  correct

level  wil l  prevent  breakdowns  and  cost ly

repai rs .  

I t  costs  nothing  to  learn  how  to  check  these

f lu ids ,  and  benef i ts  you  as  the  owner .  Gett ing

to  know  your  machine  wil l  make  your  car  more

rel iable  and  dependable  s imply  because  you

are  breaking  the  cycle  of  ignorance  with

knowledge  about  what  to  check  and  how  to

top  i t  of f .

 

Your  owner ’s  manual  (RTFM )  wil l  te l l  you  how

to  check  these  f lu ids ,  where  to  add  more  f lu id ,

and  even  what  type  of  f lu ids  to  buy.

Take  t ime  to  make  t ime.
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4.
Check your fluids

Don't be a dipstick



CHAPTER  02   MA INTENANCE  T I P S

No  not  the  one  holding  up  your  pants ,  the

bel ts  that  dr ive  your  engine  accessor ies .  I f

your  vehic le  i s  equipped  with  a  serpent ine

bel t ,  you  only  need  to  check  the  one.  For  al l

other  cars ,  you  may  have  mult ip le  bel ts  to

inspect .  

Use  your  eyebal ls  (dang  that  visual  inspect ion

again  eh? )  to  look  for  cracks ,  f ray ing,  and

fret t ing.  These  are  al l  s igns  that  i t ’s  t ime  to

change  your  dr ive  bel ts  yesterday.  Bel ts  are

cheap,  and  in  some  cars  i t  i s  a  5  minute  job  to

replace  the  serpent ine  bel t  with  basic  hand

tools .  

Keeping  the  bel ts  in  good  shape  helps  prevent

breakdowns  and,  in  some  cases ,  expensive

engine  repai rs .  I f  you  are  unable  to  replace  the

bel ts  yoursel f ,  cal l  around  and  get  some

quotes  for  the  replacements .

Ok,  now  check  your  pants .

PAGE  14

5.
Check your belts

Not your pantalones 



CHAPTER  02   MA INTENANCE  T I P S

Coolant  hoses  are  made  of  rubber ,  and  just

l ike  any  other  rubber  part  on  your  car ,  they

wear  with  age.  Coolant  hoses  expand  and  get

sof t  or  mushy.  Catching  a  hose  that ’s  ready  to

fa i l  before  i t  happens  i s  golden.  The  last  th ing

you  want  to  do  i s  get  stuck  on  the  s ide  of  the

road  wait ing  for  a  tow  t ruck  dr iver .

 

Cool ing  system  maintenance  i s  a  bit  more

tr icky  and  requi res  specia l  tools  in  some

cases .  I f  you ’ re  up  for  i t ,  you  can  replace  your

coolant  hoses  and  re f i l l  the  system  with  new

coolant  to  keep  your  car  up  to  snuf f .

Stay  cool .
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6.
Check your hoses

Up your nose with a rubber hose



CHAPTER  02   MA INTENANCE  T I P S

Just  l ike  your  t i res ,  l ights  are  a  safety  i tem  as

being  seen  by  other  dr ivers  can  help  prevent

col l is ions  or  accidents  with  objects  on  the

road.  

Make  i t  a  habi t  to  check  your  l ights  monthly  or

quarter ly  to  ensure  you  have  al l  the  boxes

checked  of f .  Headl ights ,  s ide  markers ,  turn

s ignals ,  ta i l  l ights ,  brake  l ights ,  backup  l ights ,

and  fog  lamps  i f  so  equipped.  

Seeing  and  being  seen  whi le  dr iv ing,  should

be  taken  just  as  ser iously  as  the  other

maintenance  i tems  on  th is  l i s t  and  most  l ights

only  requi re  basic  hand  tools  to  serv ice  and

replace.  Keeping  a  few  spares  in  the

glove  box  doesn ’ t  hurt  ei ther .

Let  there  be  l ight !
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7.
Check your lights

See and be seen



CHAPTER  02   MA INTENANCE  T I P S

Read.The.Freaking.Manual .  Almost  everyth ing

you  need  to  know  about  your  car  i s  in  the

owner ’s  manual .  How  to  check  f lu ids ,  what

pressure  to  put  in  your  t i res ,  and  how  to  set

the  bl ink ing  clock  on  your  dash  that  reads

“12:00” .  You ’ l l  even  learn  where  the  fuses  are

and  what  they  do!

 

The  owner ’s  manual  also  inc ludes  the

maintenance  schedule  for  your  r ide .  You ’ l l

know  exact ly  what  to  expect  every  5,000 -

10,000  miles .  No  surpr ise  expenses  or  serv ices

when  you  read  the  manual .  Make  i t  a  habi t  to

rev iew  your  manual  and  learn  as  much  about

your  car  as  you  can.

Knowing  i s  hal f  the  batt le !
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8.
RTFM

Knowledge is power



CHAPTER  02   MA INTENANCE  T I P S

I f  you  are  brave  and  somewhat  handy  with

tools ,  th is  can  be  a  l i fesaver .  

A  basic  set  of  tools  should  inc lude  al l  the

usual  suspects ;  Screwdr ivers ,  pl iers ,

combinat ion  wrenches ,  a  socket  set  with

ratchet ,  electr ica l  test  meter ,  and  a  gener ic

scan  tool .

These  tools  can  save  you  hundreds ,  and

potent ia l ly  thousands  of  dol lars  when

combined  with  a  repai r  manual  and  the  power

of  the  in ternet .  You  should  read  the  ent i re

procedure  BEFORE  star t ing  any  work,  and  i f

you  are  st i l l  unsure  about  something,  watch

somebody  else  do  the  work  on  a  Youtube

video.  

Doing  your  own  oi l  change,  replac ing  the  ai r

f i l ter ,  a  l ight  bulb,  or  even  a  tune  up  can  be  a

sat is fy ing  reward  for  the  average  car  owner

and  a  learning  exper ience  in  what  i t  actual ly

takes  to  serv ice  a  car .
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9.
Repair manual and tools

Wrenching is fun



CHAPTER  02   MA INTENANCE  T I P S

Star t  a  serv ice  and  maintenance  log,  keeping

up  on  al l  the  above  i tems  are  of  l i t t le  value  i f

you  don ’ t  keep  t rack  of  when  th ings  were

last  done.  Even  i f  i t ’s  just  keeping  al l  the

receipts  in  one  place,  knowing  when  you  last

replaced  wiper  blades ,  changed  the  oi l ,  or

rotated  the  t i res  wil l  help  prevent  dupl icat ing

ef for ts  and  spending  money  unnecessar i ly .

Keeping  accurate  records  also  helps  add  value

to  your  car  when  the  t ime  comes  to  sel l  i t .

Potent ia l  buyers  look  for  maintenance  records

and  a  t rack  record  or  keeping  the  car  safe  and

rel iable  to  ensure  they  are  making  a  wise

investment .

Paperwork  i s  key
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10.
Document everything

The proof is in the pudding





CHAPTER  3  THE  END

The  term  “ lemon”  gets  thrown  around  a  lo t

when  people  discuss  older  or  used  cars .  A

Lemon  i s  a  car  that  has  had  the  same  repai r

per formed  severa l  t imes  in  a  good  fa i th  ef for t

to  correct  the  i ssue.  For  whatever  reason,

usual ly  poor  manufactur ing,  the  i ssue  pers is ts

and  a  manufacturer  i s  forced  to  buy  the  car

back  f rom  the  consumer .

 

A  neglected  car  i s  not  a  lemon,  your  car  that

needs  maintenance  i s  not  a  lemon,  squeaky

brakes  are  not  cause  for  cal l ing  your  car  a

lemon.  Keep  up  with  your  maintenance  and

learn  how  to  care  for  your  car .  I t  wil l  make  you

a  happier  car  owner  and  prevent  you  f rom

making  rash  decis ions .
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CHAPTER  3  THE  END

I  hope  that  th is  Ebook  has  brought  something

of  value  to  your  automot ive  journey.  I  would

l ike  to  end  with  a  piece  of  automot ive  wisdom ;

there  are  no  “good”  or  “bad”  cars ,  there  are

only  owner ’s  that  care  for ,  or  neglect  thei r

cars .
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